
Initial (index case) is identified - the only diagnostics done at this 
stage are on the index case to positively identify the strangles 
bacteria. Protocol started if clinically suspicious of bacteria.

Yard protocol implemented / continued.

New clinical cases since 
index case = NO

Time frame since last 
clinical case = 3-4 

weeks

New clinical cases since 
index case = YES

Time frame since last 
clinical case = <2-3 

weeks

Wait until 3-4 weeks 
since last clinical case 
before any diagnostic 

tests are done *

** Treatment involves infusion of penicillin into the guttural pouch

Diagnostic tests

Guttural Pouch Washes + 
Treatment ** (Recommended)

Strangles ELISA (Blood Test). used if no 
clinical signs of Strangles was ever detected.

0-0.2

Repeat blood 
sample in 14 days

0.3 - >0.5

Horse has guttural 
pouch wash + 
treatment **

* In certain circumstances this period could be just over 2 weeks before any tests are started.

Negative Positive

Ok Discussion with 
yard and owner 

about carrier 
status


